THE  EMPIRE  OF   INDIA
extinction to which it now appears to be doomed is due, not to these causes, but to the competition of the artificial indigo which German enterprise has succeeded in manufacturing. During the last ten years the area under indigo has fallen from nearly 1,000,000 to 300,000 acres.
CATTLE
The production of meat does not enter into Indian agriculture. The peasant's cattle are for the tillage of his land ; milk is consumed, but far less than in Europe, and the clarified butter (ghi) which is an important article of diet is generally obtained from professional graziers. Large herds are kept by these men in localities where grazing is available, and in their hands some excellent breeds have developed, notable some for their size and strength, some for their milking qualities, and some for their activity. The trotting bullocks of Central India rival the speed of a pony. The Mongolian races of easteni Asia have a curious dislike of milk and butter : the cows that they keep are for breeding plough cattle only, with udders that have not enlarged under domestication. These are the circumstances in Burma and in the hills of Assam. Throughout India the character of the village cattle depends with curious exactness upon the food supply, and illustrates very forcibly the connection between diet and physical development. In rice districts the plough cattle are exceedingly small and feeble : the rice straw which is their diet is the poorest of fodders. In wheat districts there is a great improvement: jyheat straw is much more nutritious than rice straw. In districts that grow large millet and cotton (these crops flourish under similar conditions) the cattle are very fine indeed : millet stalk is the best of all straw-fodders and cotton seed is, of course, a strengthening addition. In the wheat and millet districts well-to-do farmers stall-feed
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